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variety of
systemati-
ting a de-

of the Decapolis (Abila Pella, Gerasa and philadel-
phia), in Hauran, in petra and in Jordan. This is a
helpful and useful chapter, as the author has con-
centrated together in it otherwise scattered materi_
al, enabling the professional reader, sfudent and
scholar to quickly reach the desired item.

. 
Tl" rich and up-to-date bibliography together

with the four indices complete thiJwórk.
Weber's book constitutes an important scien_

tific synthesis and adds to the study of Gadara in
particular and to the other cities of the Decapolis
in general. This comprehensive and meticulous
study contributes to a panoramic understanding of
various aspects of the history architectural devel-
opment, urban planning and art of Gadara and its
cultural heritage. It will be a focal work for histori-
ans, archaeologists and art historians for many
years to come, as one of the essential works on
Gadara (and the cities of the Decapolis).

.. -tn th9 present publication Weber displays a
solid and methodological approach, examining
carefully, intensively and extensively many fieldi
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Piccolo centro della Lucania tirrenica, Blanda
lulia da qualche anno sta attirando l,attenzione de-

delle necropoli extraurbane.

and disciplines. The author succeeds in demon-
strating convincingly the correlation between the
various subjects of his work by creating a common
ground for understanding the complex archaeolog-
ical-architectural, epigraphic and Àrtistic material.
In his researdt, Weber has taken into account a
wide range of artistic and written testimonies
spread over several centuries. His intimate ac-
quaintance with the Middle East in the Classical,
Hellenistic and Roman periods, as well as in Late
Antiquity, has yielded interesting results and
scholarly achievements.

Weber's book is sequentially and clearly writ-
ten with great cautiory circumspection and self-
criticism. The book is well edited and organized.
The new approach provided by the aulhor at-
tempts to bridge existing gaps in our knowledge
and information about Gadara and the neighboul-
ing cities of the Decapolis. He is fully conversant
with all the published research work on the subject
and other related fields, appreciates them fully, an-
alyzes them thoroughly and copes with them criti-
cally and successfully. This is an accurate and
meticulous work whose results and conclusions
will be valuable to the study of Gadara and the
other cities of the Decapolis.
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Lanalisi si concentra
leo a tumulo scavato nel
a poche centinaia di me
castro, sede dell'insediamento urbano. Viene così

I Per una recente sintesi: G'F. Le Tonnr, 'Blanda sul Palecastro di Tortora; scavi 1990-1997: un bilancio,, in G.F. La Tonnr. A. Cor-rcrrr-r (a cura di), Nella terra degli Enotri, Atti Tortora 199g, paestum tiSO, pp.99_110. In corso di pubblicazione è il volumeBlanda l. Scaai 1990-7997, curato dallo stesso G.F. La Torre.


